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Innovative ideas transform 
society positively: KU VC 
 

 
 
Srinagar, Sep 27: To equip students with the essential tools, mindset and 
knowledge required to foster innovation, the Centre for Innovation, Incubation and 
Entrepreneurship (CIIE), Institute of Technology (IoT), Kashmir University (KU) 
organised a two-day national workshop titled ‘Innovate 2 Elevate: Igniting 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship’ here at the Zakura Campus. 
During the two-day workshop, participants engaged in a series of interactive 
sessions, hands-on workshops and inspirational talks delivered by experts and 
thought leaders in the innovation field. 
Speakers from IIT Kanpur, IIT Delhi and Cluster Innovation Centre, Delhi 
University shared their insights and experiences. 
Emphasising the importance of embracing innovation in all aspects of life, Kashmir 
University Vice Chancellor, Prof Nilofar Khan said that innovation extends beyond 
technology, encompassing creative thinking, problem-solving and the courage to 
challenge the status quo. 
Encouraging the young participants, she said: “Your innovative ideas have the 
potential to transform society positively.” 
Prof Khan underlined the pivotal role of educational institutions in fostering 
innovation, declaring their commitment to create an environment nurturing 
creativity and entrepreneurship. 



Stressing the significance of mentorship and support, she said: “I urge the aspiring 
innovators to collaborate, seek guidance and contribute to society's betterment.” 
Dean School of Engineering, Prof S M A Andrabi provided valuable insights on how 
an innovative mindset equips students with essential skills demanded by today's 
job market. 
KU Registrar, Dr Nisar Ahmad Mir highlighted the varsity’s commitment to 
research and innovation, encouraging students to embrace the startup culture and 
to take advantage of government schemes. 
Director, Institute of Technology (IoT) and Chairman, CIIE, Dr Gowhar Bashir Vakil 
reaffirmed CIIE's dedication to supporting innovators at every stage, from ideation 
to monetisation. 
Director, Cluster Innovation Centre (CIC), Delhi University, Prof Shobha Bagai and 
her team conducted engaging workshops, focusing on practical knowledge and 
technological aspects. 
The workshop acted as a catalyst, inspiring students to think innovatively and 
creatively while emphasising sustainable and reliable solutions in innovation and 
incubation. 
Ms Reema and Ms Ridhima from FITT (Foundation for Innovation and Technology 
Transfer), IIT Delhi enlightened the audience on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), 
Patent Filing and Technology Transfer. 
Dr Nikhil Agarwal and Jatin Mishra from SIIC (Startup Incubation and Innovation 
Centre), IIT Kanpur explored the concept of startups through various case studies, 
providing valuable insights. 
Coordinator, CIIE, IoT, KU, Dr Bilal Ahmad Malik proposed the vote of thanks. He 
acknowledged the exceptional performance of those involved and also highlighted 
the workshop's remarkable achievement. 
The ‘Innovate 2 Elevate’ workshop has ignited passion for innovation and 
entrepreneurship among the participants, contributing to the promotion of a 
vibrant and innovative ecosystem in the region. 


