
Bharat Ratna Prof CNR Rao 
delivers lecture at KU
Srinagar, March 31: Noted scientist Prof Chintamani Nagesa Ramachandra Rao (CNR Rao) whom KU is conferring with an honorary 

doctorate degree (honoris Causa) on April 01, delivered a special lecture “Doings of Science in India” which was attended by large number 

of students, scholars and KU faculty members

 The lecture was organized Department of Chemistry KU and was held at the Media House auditorium of EMMRC, KU.

 In his speech, Prof Rao pointed out that development doesn’t only mean how much economically a country is progressing rather it means 

how much a country is developed in the field of science and technology.

 While lamenting over the fact that in countries like India less attention is being given to the advancement of science Prof Rao added “It 

is a matter of great concern that in countries like India, there is very less investment made in the field of science and a meager portion of our 

GDP is kept for the advancement of science which is not going to help if we aim at becoming one of the developed countries of the world.”

 Prof Rao said that it is due to this mindset of those who are in the government, policy makers and political leaders that there is no Uni-

versity in India which could find a place in the top 200 universities of the world.

 “However” he added “I wish that with young and brilliant minds making inroads in our socio-political system new policies will emerge 

and in 2-3 years we may find atleast five Universities of India among the first 100 top universities of the world.”

 He further emphasized, that instead of discouraging the failures, we should create such an environment where they are given a second 

chance to prove their worth so that we can do some wonders in the field of science.

 “Most of the scientists, researchers or even a student fails at the first attempt and in our country there is a trend that we rebuke these 

failures. However this does not happen in advanced countries or in west. They encourage such failures to restart their work and if we could 

emulate similar thinking in our society we are sure to have some wonders in science,” said Prof Rao while receiving huge applause from 

the audience.

 For students of University of Kashmir in particular and for all Kashmiri students in general, he said, “My lab is open for you. Whenever 

you need my assistance, I would be present there and provide all the facilities.”

 Rao-a Bharat Ratna recipient- has been awarded over 50 honorary degrees from national and international universities.

 Rao has worked on solid state and structural chemistry and has authored around 1,500 research papers and 45 scientific books. Apart 

from it, he was conferred upon India’s highest civilian award Bharat Ratna in 2013 making him third scientist after physicist CV Raman 

and former Indian President and nuclear scientist APJ Abdul Kalam to receive such an award.


